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HE Manuſcript, from whence the following 

Dream, with it's introduction, is taken, was the 
awork of à pen dedicated to the ſervice of that Reli. 
gion, whoſe genius and tendency an APOSTLER hath 
thus expreſſed and ſeconded; Finally, brethren, what- 
ſoever things are true, whatſoever things are ho- 
neſt, whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things 
are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, whatſoever 
things are of good report; if there be any vix- 
TuE, and if there be any praiſe; THINK ON THESE 
THINGS. The avriter's name and by wwhat means 
the papers came into the hand; of the editor, it concern 
nt the reader to know, The defign of this publication 
will be ſufficiently anſwered, if the Moral and Chriſ- 
tian inſtructions they ſeem to contain ſhall prove agreea- 
ble, particularly to younger minds, by appearing in the 
way of entertainment. Mean-time the publiſher is en- 
couraged to make the experiment, by this conſideration 
amongſt others, that the method of teaching by Para- 
bles and Similitudes is recommended by the higheſt of 


all examples, that of our SAV1OUR himPelf, F 
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INTRODUCTION. 


T is ſome time ſince I was intruſted 

by my Lord * * * * with the care of - 

his eldeſt ſon. My firſt ſtudy was to 
find out his genius and temper. I ſoon per- 
ceived him to be a youth of lively parts, 
poſſeſſed of a large ſhare of imagination, 
and peculiarly fond of ſuch books as ad- 
dreſs themſelves more immediately to that 
faculty. Tales, novels, romances, and the 
ſprightlier kinds of poetry, were his princi- 
pal delight. He had always been indulged 
in that ſpecies of reading, and had little or 
no reliſh for compoſitions' of a different 
He even betrayed an averſion to- 
the ſober and ſevere productions of phi- 
lolophy ; aud the precepts of - morality in 
particular he could not endure, unleſs 
they were conveyed in ſome agreeable. ve- 


nature, 
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2 THE INTRODUCTION. 


hicle borrowed from the flores of Fung. 
The influence which that pleaſing power 
| had. over. him from his very conſtitution, 
was mightily confirmed by the turn of bis 
favourite authors, Theſe, falling in with 
his origmal biaſs at that early ſeaſon of 
life, had concurred to breed a light and 
airy diſpoſition, which I eaſily foreſay 
would be no friend to folid and ferious 
improvements, What was {till worſe ; the 
_ greateſt part of them, inſtead of making 
him in love with Virtus, by ſetting he 
forth in her genuine attractions, had ſe- 
duced him into, the admiration of her f- 
val, Pleaſure; whom, by a ſhameful per 
verſion: of their art, they have dreſſed in al 
her moſt alluring ornaments. "This they 
had done the more effectually, that his pal 
ſions, as I could obſerve, were natural) 
ſtrong. And unhappily for him, his ps 
rents, who ought to have oppoſed and ſub- 
dued them, had by a cruel indulgence that 


is much too common, added greatly 0B 


their ſtrength. 
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THESE diſcoveries which I quickly - 


made, were, it may eaſily be imagined, not 
the moſt encouraging. In reality they 
gave me inexpreſſible concern. The duty 
1 owed to the noble family that employed 
me; the affection I already felt for my 
young charge, who had truly a very amia- 
ble appearance, a conſiderable fund of 
good nature, and an engaging vivacity of 
wit; together with a ſenſe of the high 
importance of my truſt to the intereſts of 
ſociety, which would probably be not a lit- 
tle affected by his behaviour; all conſpired 
to heighten my anxiety. What was to be 
done in fo delicate a caſe ? 


GRAVE admonitions would have re- 
rolted ſuch a gay and giddy fpirit at once. 
Dry arguments wonld have been equally 
diſagreeable to a mind never accuſtomed 
to argue, Airs of authority would have 


proved ſtill more diſguſtful to a youth ſo 


indulged, How then correct the irregula- 
ities, and cure the exceſſes of a Wwanton 


imagination, in theſe circumſtances? Or 
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how contrive to weaken thoſe paſſions, 
which every thing had contributed to for- 
tify? The only method that ſeemed left, 
was to turn them, ſo to ſpeak, againſt them. 
ſelves, by leading this young creature to 
Firtue in the road of Entertainment; to 
inſinuate a taſte for learning, and the love 
of goodneſs, by exhibiting thoſe venerabl: 
forms in lights the moſt familiar and in- 
viting ; in ſhort, by arraying / iſdom in the 
robes of 'Fancy, and ſhowing her in all her 
ſweeteſt ſmiles, to captivate his heart at un- 
awares, and thus to make that very facu!- 
ty which till now had been a handmaid to 
Folly, ſervant to her divine antagoniſt. 0u 
this plan therefore I reſolved to proceed, 


THE better to conciliate my pupil, 
eſteem and confidence, I joined to every 
prudent and honeſt art, that of expreſling, 
what indeed I had always felt, a parti: 
cular fondneſs for the moſt celebrated 
works of imagination. I deſired him to 
favour me with a few of his books in that 
way, teſtifying an inclination to look inte 


thi 
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them, and naming ſuch as I knew to be 
moit inſtructive and moral, that I might 
afterwards commend them with the more 
freedom. I gave him ſome others of 
the ſame character, which he had not yet 
ſeen. I made him frequently read to me 
ſelect paſſages out of them, when I never 
failed to ſignify the ſatisfaction they afford- 
ed me. I ſometimes read to him in my 
turn, and did it with that ſort of empha- 
ſis and manner, which, appearing different 
from what he had ever met with, had a 
wonderful effect to ſurprize and delight 
him, By entering ſo deeply into his dar- 
ling amuſement, I ſoon won his affection: 
and I could often, whilſt we were thus em- 
ployed, ſee his face fluſh with a mixture of 
friendſhip and joy. 


HE had learnt Greet, Latin, and French, 
in a neighbouring ſchool, the maſter of 
which informed me, that, notwithſtanding 
his uncommon quickneſs of apprehenſion, 


he had found it very difficult to teach him 


thoſe languages, owing to a certain deſul- 
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torineſs of mind, which gave him a pecu- 
liar averſion to a ſtudy ſo dry and unen- 
gaging. To induce him therefore to ap- 
ply to them the more chearfully, I aſſured 
him that he would find from many of the 
writers in them, endleſs entertainment of 
the higheſt kind, which he could never en- 
joy in the ſame perfection from the beſt 
tranſlations; and I promiſed to aſſiſt him 
in reading the moſt amuſing works of ge- 
nius both antient and modern, We went 
to work accordingly ; and by explaining to 
him difficulties, illuſtrating beauties, fre- 
quently varying the ſubjects, always inter- 
mixing agreeable ſtories and obſervations 
as occaſion offered, and (till ſnewing a pro- 
per regard to his queſtions and remarks, 
which were often pertinent and lively, 1 
had the pleaſure to perceive him gradual- 
ly contract a liking to the languages aud 
a reliſh for ſtudy. 


ENCOURAGED by this ſucceſs, I ven- 
tured now to. blend with our gayer authors 
ſome of a graver caſt, who abounded in 
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the nobleſt views of nature and of morals, 
at the ſame time that they excelled in the 
powers of imagination, and who availed 
themſelves of the latter to ſet off the for- 
mer to advantage. In going over them 
with my young friend, I was ſure to mark 
with approbation the boldneſs and propri- 
ety. of the metaphors, the brightneſs and 
elevation of the, conceptions, the novel- 


ty, the grace, or the grandeur, of the va- 


rious imagery. When he ſeemed tranſport- 
ed with theſe, I ſeized that opportunity to 
point out more fully the ſublime and ſtrik- 
ing leſſons of truth, of juſtice, of huma- 


pity, of ſelf-government, of public zeal, of 


piety, and the like, which they were meant 
to inculcate. I endeavoured to make him 
ſenſible, that Fancy in thoſe writers was 
under the correction and controul of Fudg+ 
ment, the ſuperior faculty intended origi- 
nally to direct and govern, and without 
whoſe influence the other would have only 
ſerved to miſlead arid abuſe them ; that the 
natural and moral paintings for which they 


were admired, had all an important figni- 
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fication z that the proportions of the ſeveral 
figures were generally as juſt, as the co- 
louring was beautiful ; that it was the 
_ chaſtneſs, the ſimplicity, the unaffected 
greatneſs of ſuch productions, together 
with their application to life and manners, 
which gave them their principal value, and 
-procured to their authors diſtinguiſhed ho- 
nour from the higheit judges, 


I farther ſhewed him how the uſer 
were from the earlieſt ages conſecrated to 
the ſervice of Religion and Society, although 
they have ſince been too often ſacrilegiouſſy 
alienated from this their firſt and worthieſt 
deſtination; how they were in fact employ- 
ed to enlighten an ignorant and tame a ſa- 
vage race, to recommend and aſſiſt devo- 
tion, to inſpire a reverence for the laws, 
and an affection for the community, a prin- 
ciple of obedience to parents and gover- 
nours, a ſenſe of whatever is decent, ex- 
cellent, or heroic, and an emulation of vir- 
tuous fame; how they effected all this 
by celebrating the praiſes of the Divinig, 
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by rehearſing the atchievements of divine 
and illuſtrious men, and by repreſenting in 
animated pictures all that is praiſe-worthy 
in ſentiments, actions, and characters, with 
all that is glorious and happy in their con- 
ſequences z and how on the other hand 
they helped to reſtrain the wildneſs and 
reduce the wanderings of the paſſions, by 
diſplaying in the moſt moving examples the 
ſtruggles, the convulſions, the outrages, the 
complicated guilt, the tranſcendent, unna- 
tural, and nameleſs miſeries which thoſe 
have produced, through the ſucceſſive ge- 
nerations, and amongſt the different ranks, 
of mankind, 


WHEN I obſerved my pupil beginning 
to enter with feeling into. theſe views, and 
to form of courſe a more elevated idea of 
thoſe writings which hitherto he had re- 
garded merely in the light of entertain- 
ment, I proceeded to make him acquainted 
with ſome of - the moſt valuable pieces of 
the Hiftorical kind, ſuch as contain a ſpi- 
rited and ſuccinct account of periods 
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& have been famous for the moſt remarka: 
ble perſonages and events. Theſe not on- 
ly engaged his attention, and gratified hi 
thirſt of novelty, but tended to confirm, 
to a certain degree, the reflections I had 
made from the Poets; whilſt they conduced 
to give him true notions of human life, by 
letting him ſee from indubitable facts, that 
though piety and irreligion, temperance 
and luxury, integrity and villainy, virtue 
and vice in general, are frequently follow. 
ed in this world with the conſequences 
which theſe writers award to them, ac- 
cording to the laws of poetic juſtice, yet 
are they far from being ſo always ; and that 
how much ſo ever a worthy conduct is con- 
ſtantly preferable to the contrary, in all 
other reſpects, it, is ſtill true that the beſt 
men have often the moſt afflicted, and the 
worſt the moſt triumphant lot here. A 
difcovery that feemed to ſtrike his unexpe- 
rienced and tender mind exceedingly, to re- 
move a little of that deluſive glare with 
which a proſperous condition, joined to the 
proſpect oi future wealth and honour, had 
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dazzled him, and by conſequence to lower 
his towering hopes of happineſs from things 
external. | 


I laid hold on this occaſion to ſpeak 
of the ſuperiority and indiſpenſable neceſſity 
of thoſe internal goods, which are indepen- 
dent on the caprices of men and the ca- 
ſualties of life, and which are many times 
enjoyed moſt, when other poſſeſſions are at 
the loweſt ebb. An enlightened under- 
flanding, a correct imagination, and mode- 
rate paſſions ; intentions univerſally upright, 
purſued with vigour, with temper, and 
with perſeverance ; a ſpirit erect and firm, 


unſubdued by power, unſeduced by plea- 


ſure, and unſhaken by pain, yet mild and 
tractable, awake to all the finer feelings of 
humanity, and ever open to conviction ; 
with loyalty and attachment to one's prince 
and country, warmth and fidelity to one's 
friends, and a generous forgiveneſs of ene- 
mies; and to crown and dignify all the reſt, 
an unreſerved devotedneſs to Gop ; theſe, 
I told him, theſe were the only ſatisfying 
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and abiding acquiſitions, which rendered x 
man truly rich and honourable in every 
ſlate, even in the depth of diſgrace and po- 
verty ; whereas no affluence or titles what. 
ſoever could fave from contempt and 
wretchedneſs a wicked or a fooliſh crea- 
ture, At preſent I did little more than 
hint at theſe ſubjects, and others connect. 
ed with them, ſuch as the advantages which 
are derived from divine philoſophy, more 


eſpecially that of Jzsus, towards the at. 


tainment of this exalted ſtation, and par- 
ticularly thoſe ſuperior aids, and elevating 
proſpects, which that ſovereign maſter holds 
forth to his diſciples. It ſeemed proper to 
delay a larger explanation of theſe points 
till afterwards, when my pupil's capacity 
ſhould be more adequate to them, and the 
efferveſcence of juvenile fancy had given 
place to the coolneſs of maturer judgment, 


BUT that they might leave ſome ſenſi- 


ble impreſſion on him in the mean time, 1 
here aſſumed a countenance more ſerious 


than ordinary, took him by the hand, 
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looked at him with an air at once ſolemn 
and tender, and addrefling him with a 
voice and manner unuſually earneſt, I ſaid, 
« My dcareſt boy, you know I am your 
friend. I have always loved you for 
„the good qualities I ſaw about you. I 
« am fonder of you now than ever, on ac- 
« count of the advances you are daily mak- 
ing in / irtue and Learning, I wiſh to ſee 
« you a truly worthy and accompliſhed 
% man. Indeed it will be the joy of my 
« heart to ſee you ſuch, both for your own 
« ſake, and for that of your honoured pa- 
« rents.” I pauſed a little. He melted in- 
to tears, ſtole a look of mingled reſpect and 
gratitude, then caſt down his eyes, and 
glowed with ingenuous emotion, I em- 
braced him affectionately, and thus pro- 
ceeded ; © Yes, you may believe it, your 
« intereſts are thoroughly dear to me, and 
* your growing improvements give me great 
* delight. But you have much to acquire 
* as yet. Or rather you are only be- 
* ginning in ſome fort the glorious career 
Hof Goodneſs and of Knowledge. On your- 
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« felf under Heaven it will depend, whit 
* progreſs you ſhall make hereafter, And 
on that again will depend your real feli- 
« city and conſequence in life. You are 
« born to an ample fortune, and conſide- 
* rable honours. But remember, it is the 
e more reſpectable qualifications of the 
% mind and of the heart, which muſt ren- 
der theſe, when you come to be poſſeſſ. 
*« ed of them, ſources of true enjoyment 
* and dignity. It is You muſt adorn your 
rank, inſtead of being adorned by it. High 
birth, with low paſſions and mean ta- 
« lents, ſerves only to make a man more 
« conſpicuoully little. And great affluence 
, hoarded with Avarice, or diſſipated with 
% Prodigality, is at beſt but gilded miſery. 
« Whereas by poſſeſſing a noble ſoul, prac- 
« tifing an early generoſity, deſpiſing the 
« poorneſs of ſenſual purſuits, and abhor- 
e ring the baſeneſs of every diſhoneſt prac- 
„ tice ; by a behaviour at once pious, mo- 
« deſt, and manly, and the perſevering ſtu- 
© dy of polite and ſolid literature; you 
« will be juſtly the darling, as you are 
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«, already the hope, of your family: your 
« friends will both eſteem and love you: 
all your acquaintance will fay, If that 
« amiable youth is ſpared, he will be 
an ornament and a bleffing to his re- 
« lations and his country. And all this 
« diſtinction will be attended with double 
« joy, by receiving a ſanction from that ſa- 
„ cred judge whom the Almighty hath 
« placed within you. Every elegant as well 
« as rational entertainment will wait upon 
« you, and yield the higheſt reliſh, by be- 
ing ſeaſoned with health and innocence. 
„Jou will always be a favourite of the 
« Muſes, Philoſophy herſelf will light 
you in the way to preſent pleaſure; and 
« the great reſtorer, patron, and guide of 
human kind, will guard and conduct you 
„to immortality.” 


SOME time after this, as we fat one 
evening in a long gallery, where we com- 
monly ſtudied, which looked into a. gar- 
den, and commanded the view. of proves, 
and fields, and villages, with a river beau- 
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tifully winding through them ; the weather 
being remarkably fine, we threw open the 
window next us, in order to enjoy the freſh 
air, and the various proſpect. It was now 
early ſummer. Nature was in her higheſt 
bloom. She was all benignity and ſweet- 
neſs. Her unnumbered offspring ſhared her 
bounties, in infinitely diverſified forms. Her 
vocal children ſhouted for joy. Was it 
poſſible to behold her and her happy fami- 
ly, unaffected, undelighted ; or to hear her 
little choriſters, who ſeemed to vye with 
each other in ſinging her praiſe, and not 
be prompted to join in, the grateful hymn? 
I could not reſiſt ſo pleaſing an infection: 
but after a pauſe of contemplative and 
filent rapture, ſtarting up, I broke forth in- 
to ſeveral poetical deſcriptions of the ſea- 
ſon;, which J recollected from Virgil, Pope, 
and Themſon. The fancy of my youthful 
friend took fire immediately; and with a 
charming enthuſiaſm he echoed them back 
from other poets in fimilar . deſcriptions. 
1 was willing to feed ſo fine a flame, and 


therefore added a few paſſages more in the 
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ſme file. At laſt, mentioning my particu» 
lar admiration of the Scotch Bard for his 
highly deſcriptive and moral genius, I re- 
peated from his $UMMER the following 


pictureſque and feeling lines. 


Thick, in yon ſtreamvf light, a thouſand ways 

Upward, and downward, thwarting, and con- 
volv'd, 

The quivering nations ſport ; till, tempeſt 
wing'd 

Fierce winter ſweeps them from. he face of day. 

Even ſo luxurious men, unheeding paſs 

An idle ſummer life, in fortunes ſhine, 

A ſeaſon's glitter! Thus they flatter on 

From toy to toy, from vanity to vice; 

Till blown away by death, Oblivion comes 

Behind, and Rrikes them from the book of life. 


THIS led me to regret in general the 
folly and wretchedneſs of thoſe who, quit- 
ting the taſte of Nature, and deviating from 
the paths of Virtue, in which are to be found 
ſuch ſincere, ſuch ſubſtantial, ſuch undecay- 
| ing joys, wander into the purlieus of Forbid- 
dn Pleaſure, where all is falſe and fugitive, 


ad where a. tranſient gleam of flaſhy grati- 
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fications is ſucceeded by a long winter of ſo. 
lid miſery, 


AS a deep perſuaſion of this point, was cf 
the utmoſt importance to the ſecurity of my 
noble charge, I thought the preſent a very 
proper opportunity to illuſtrate it more pat. 
ticularily. And on purpoſe to make it the 
more agreeable to him, by embelliſhing it 
with the colours of Fancy, which never 
failed to arreſt and pleaſe him, I ſtepped to 
one of the book caſes, took down the ſecond 
volume of DIALOGUES ON EDUCATION, 
and turning to the ſixteenth dialogue, I read 
to him the dream concerning PLEASURD, 
in which under a great variety of imager 
and characters, taken from the poetic and 
the living worlds, are ſhadowed out, after 
the manner of ſome ancient moraliſts, the 
curſed arts of that Enchantreſs, in deluding, 
diſappointing, and deſtroying, unwary mor- 
tals. My pupil appeared very ſenſibly touched 
by it. He often changed his colour, in the 
progreſs of it. He ſometimes lowered with 
indignation at the ſtrong pictures which it 
draws of vice and villainy, ſometimes bright 
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ened into approbation of the juſt retribu- 
tions which it adjudges to the guilty, at 
other times ſmiled with eontempt of the fu- 
tility and foppery which are repreſented in 
ſome of the ideal perſonages. In ſhort, he 
was ſo deeply engaged by the whole viſion- 
ary ſcene, that he hung upon my words 
with eager ſuſpence, and when I had done 
reading, ſeemed buried and loſt in thought ; 
from which he no ſooner recovered himſelf, 
than he cried out haſtily, © Pray, dear fir, 
jg it done? Is the dream ended? What 
« pity the author ſhould have ſtopt ſo ſoon ! 
« But perhaps he hath made amends, by 
telling more ſuch dreams ſomewhere 
« elſe.” — Obſerving me ſilent, he ſaid, 
Is not Virtue uſually ſpoken of by the poets 
as a real perſon ? Why did not this writer 
«* publiſh ſuch another dream concerning 
* /irtue ? Surely it would have been as in- 
« ſtructive, and vaſtly more delightful.” 
The thought was not unreaſonable. I re- 
tlefted on it after parting, went into the 
garden all alone, and there muſed very 
deeply on what had paſt. That, with the 
deauty of ſurrounding nature, the ſerenity 
aud ſtillneſs of approaching night, and a 


ltate of perfect health which I then enjoyed, 
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concurred to produce the happieft flow' of 
ideas I had ever felt. Imagination ftretched 
her powers, as i intending a higher flight, 
Some heavenly ſpirit ſeemed to whiſper ſub- 
Iimer things. My breaſt heaved with the 
force of thoſe ſenſations which now poſſeſſed 
it. In this ſtate of mind I wandered inſen- 
ſibly into an adjoining ſummer-houſe, where 
flinging myſelf down upon a ſettee, I fell 
aſleep unexpectedly, and was preſented with 
the following dream; which, on recollecting 
it in the morning, I imagined might be of 
uſe to confirm my pupil in the love of /ir- 
tne, was he to hear it; and therefore it being 
long I wrote it down, and ſome days after 
read it to him. 


- METHOUGHT I was ſaddenty tranſ- 
ported into the palace of PLEasURE which 
I had feen deſcribed the evening before, 
where in ſpite of all the ſhowy magnifi- 
tence of the manſion, and all the ſpecious 
charms of the goddeſs, that ſtruck at firſt 
Eght, I diſcovered, on a cloſer attention, 
fach an air of affectation and illuſion in both, 
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with ſuch a look of real diſtreſs in many of 
her votaries, ill concealed under artificial 


ſmiles, as, joined to the impreſſions remain - 


ing on me from my waking thoughts, ſoon 
convinced me that the whole was a cruel 
trick, to deceive and ruin unhappy men. 
Whereupon I broke away with a mixture of 
diſdain and horrour, and made what haſte I 
could from the enchanted valley in which 
the palace ſtood, When I was got to what 
[ judged a ſafe diſtance, I began to lament in 
my own mind the miſery of ſuch as are 
taken in the ſnares of that wicked ſorcereſs. 
I had not gone far on, when I was met 
by that good old man whom I had read 
of a few hours before, as giving directi- 
ons to thoſe travellers that were willing to 
hearken to him, and who I remembered was 
called the GENI1Us OF EDUCATION, Per- 
ceiving me in a penſive and melancholy 
mood, he addreſſed me very kindly, and in- 
quired into the cauſe of it. I told him 
where I had been, and what I had obſerved, 
with the ſorrowful reflections I could not 


help making on the fate of numberleſs de- 
8 
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luded wretches ; and added, that being my. 
ſelf a young traveller in queſt of #ayPiNess, 
IT was uncertain which way to take, He 
looked at me with generous compaſſion, and 
bade me follow him, promiſing to put me 


into the right road. He conducted me along 


a winding path up a hill, on the top of 
which dwelt a ſedate and thoughtful man 
well advanced in years, who he told me was 
a near relation of his. He lodged in an 
open pavilion from whence there was a 
proſpect of the whole country round, and 
appeared, as we approached, to ſit in 2 
muſing poſture, on a chair of poliſh'd met- 
tal, which caſt an uncommon luſtre about 
him, and reflected ſtrong and full the images 
of {ſurrounding objects. He held in his hand 
a large teleſcope of exquiſite workmanſhip, 
by the help of which the moſt diſtant things 
might be eaſily and diſtinctly diſcerned. My 
guide informed me, that his name was coN- 
TEMPLATION ; that he was one of the 
eldeſt ſons of wisDoM, and that he was 
poſted on that hill by the ſovereign of a great 
adjoining empire, called vix uE, to direct 
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thoſe who were travelling towards her tem- 

ple. Methought his aſpect was hale, ſerene, 
and piercing. There was ſomething maje- 
ſtic in his wrinkles and grey hairs, A tranſ- 
parent mantle hung looſe abont him, on 
which were wrought ſome myſterious figures 
that I did not underſtand. 


AS we entered his pavilion, he roſe up 
with an erect and awful mien, and came for- 
ward to receive us with a remarkable compo- 
ſure and grace in his motions. Being ſtruck 
with reverence, I beheld him at firſt with re- 
ſpectful ſilence. But growing more confi- 
dent by his encouraging looks, I told him 
that, having been lately in the palace of that 
curſed enchantreſs, PLEASURE, I was fo 
ſenſible of her deſtructive wiles, that I had 
ſpeedily made my eſcape, and was now in 
ſearch of HAPPIN ESS. CONTEMPLATION 
ſaid, that as he was the profeſſed friend and 
guardian of Youth, if I would truſt myſelf 
to his care, he would undertake to conduct 
me. Having joyfully accepted his offer, and 


being warmly recommended to him by my 
C 4 
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former guide, he took me gently by the 
hand, and led me to the brow of the hill, 
from whence we could deſcry a wide ex- 
tended country below, and travellers innu- 
merable croſſing it by a thouſand different 
roads. That large tract, ſaid he, which 
« you ſee towards the left hand, fo varie- 
* pated with hills, and dales, and groves, 
% and ſtreams, and ſo full of inhabitants 
* and travellers, is the dominion of that 
4% powerful ſorcereſs, vice : for ſo ſhe is 
% properly called, though ſhe aſſumes to 
&* herſelf the more honourable name of 
* PLEASURE, In that ſeemingly delici- 
* ous bottom, which lies in the heart of 
the country, you ſee her palace where you 
* lately was. To confirm you in your opi- 
te nion of her character, you may obſerve,” 
ſaid he, deſiring me to look through the 
teleſcope, © how ſome of thoſe miſerable 
« wretches, her votaries, are loſt in the 
* mazes of the wood which grows hard by; 
* how others of them wander up and down 
* from one bower of the garden to another, 


** forlorn and diſtracted; whilſt many of 


te 
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them are dragged away to a dirty cave, 
concealed from thoſe who enter into her 


« palace, at the farther end of a long lane 


44 
40 
44 
T: 
60 
« 
40 
cc 


« 


(c 


behind it, and called the Cave oF po- 
VERTY: a horrid place, the miſtreſs 
whereof ſits in gloomy ſtate on a large 
rough ſtone, clad in rags, ſhivering with 
cold, pining with hunger, and environed 
with a ſet of diſmal figures, looking at 
her and one another with amazement: 
Some of their names are Dejection, La- 


mentation, Meanſpiritedneſs, Suſpicton,Gree- 


dineſs, Diſhoneſty, Deſpair. Not far from 


thence, you may perceive a ſtrong priſon, 
which is ſtiled the Housk OF DIsC1- 
LINE. It is kept by two fierce and 
frightful fellows, callegyyUNISHMENT 
and TERROUR, Who art furniſhed with 
various pak ments of toil, of pain, and 
of diſgrace, for the chaſtiſement of ſuch 


malefactors as are delivered into their 
hands. | 


* BUT now,” proceeded he, © caſt your 
eye again over the country which I ſhowed 
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% you. It is divided into ſundry diſtricts, 
4 lying in a circle round the palace of LEA. 


« $URE. In their reſpective centres ſtand 
4 


the ſeats of her principal miniſters, who 
* are always ſubject to her will, ſubſervient 


to her interefts, and ready to attend her 


„ court. On one fide,” to which he pointed 
* theglaſs, ** you ſee, ', ſaid he, the man- 
« fjon of LUXURY, exceedingly magnifi- 
« cent and ſplendid, raiſed with a profuſion 
* of expence, and adorned on every hand 
«& with all the extravagance of art.” And 
here he deſired me to mark with particular 
care an outlet from the gardens leading di- 
rectly to the CAVE OF POVERTY. 


THEN turnigg the teleſcope to another 
fide, © enden Wikia he, © is the aþode of 
& INTEMPERANCE. It reſembles, you ſee, 
« a great inn, the gate whereof ſtands al- 
« ways open, and into which paſſengers are 
* continually crowding. You may. obſerve, 
« that hardly any come out with the ſame 
* countenance or ſhape with which they 


« went in, but are transformed into the like- 
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« neſs of different beaſts. A little way off 
« is a large "Hoſpital or Lazar-houſe, into 
« which the poor wretches are flung from 
« time to time, loaded with all manner of 
« diſeaſes, and condemned to ſickneſs, pain, 
« and putrefaction.“ 


DIRECTING the glaſs another way, he 
next ſhewed me the tower of AMBITION, 
built on the top of a very high hill, © Thi- 
e ther,” ſaid he, you behold multitudes 
climbing from different quarters, ſtruggling 
ho ſhall get foremoſt, and puſhing down 
« thoſe before them, On one ſide of it, is 
« a ſteep and ſlippery precipice, from which 
« the moſt part, after having with infinite 
* toil and contention gained it, tumble 
“ headlong into a bottomleſs gulf, and are 
© never heard of more. On the other ſide, 
* is a ſecret path, which grows broader 
by degrees. At the entry to it ſtands a 
e ſmooth and artful villain, called cox R up- 
* TION, holding in one hand ribbons, and 
* in the other bags of money, which, un- 
der many ſpecious pretexts, he preſents 
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« to travellers, according to their ſever 
© taſtes. The path, after winding up the 
* hill, leads down again by a ſtraight de. 
te ſcent, till it terminates in a dark dun- 
“ geon, ſtiled the DUNGEON OF INFAMy, 
«© You obſerve what numbers are drawn 
into it. And of theſe there are not few, 
„ who not only rejected for a long time the 
offers of coRRUPT1ION, but exclaimed 
« loudly againſt all who embraced them.” 


« THE valley below,” continued my 
guide, bending down the teleſcope, * is 
« poſſeſſed by vaniTy, whoſe diſtrict you 
may perceive is {till better peopled than 
* thoſe of the other retainers to PLEASURE, 
% which you have already ſeen. She allures 
* into her gaudy manſion moſt trave!lers, by 
<- promiſing to lead them to the palace of 
her miſtreſs through the temple of FAM, 
«© which ſhe pretends is juſt in her neigh- 
% bourhood, and only to be come at by 

« paſſing through her dwelling, although 
«indeed the right road to it lies through 
* the.temple of vikTue, hard by which 
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« it ſtands. Thoſe who are ſo fooliſh as to 
« be decoyed by her, are generally con- 
« ſigned over to the ſcoffs of RIDICULE, a 
« formidable figure, who wears on his face 
« a perpetual ſneer, and who after treating 


« them with proper marks of ſcorn, ſhuts. 


« them up in an obſcure cell, called the 
© CELL OF CONTEMPT,” 


AFTER this, coNTEMPLAT10N pointed 
out to me, in a remote corner of the coun- 


try, that looked as if it had been disjoined' 
from all the reſt, a caſtle, which he ſaid was 


* 


inhabited by an old uſurer, named ava- 
RICE, Who fat ſtarving amidſt heaps of 
gold, and who though in reality a chief re- 
tainer to VICE, refuſed to acknowledge her 
under the form of PLEASURE, and would 
never come near the court of that jolly god- 


dels, © His caſtle, you ſee, is ſituated in 


the centre of a deep wood, and defended 
„with high walls, and ſtrong fortificati- 
© ons. That iron gate which you perceive, 
with the aſſiſtance of the glaſs, is the 
* only entrance, It is ſecured within by 
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C many ftrong bolts. Without, ſtand two 


« ſharp eyed guards, with viſages emaciated 
« and keen, called HUNGER and ANx1- 
« E, who let none paſs into the caſtle, till 
e they have manifeſted their good affection 
« to the maſter of it, by ſerving a ſufficient 
« time in an outer yard, where ſome are 
„ digging, ſome hewing ſtones, others car- 
& rying on their ſhoulders heavy burdens, 


* and many filling great cheſts with earth, 


& At is remarkable added he, that from 
« the loweſt cellar of the houſe there is a 
& longſubterraneous paſſage which commu- 
« nicates with the CAVE OF POVERTY.” 


AT laſt deſiring me to direct my eye to 
the right ſide of the hill, he ſhowed me 2 
country ſpacious and noble, but hilly and of 
difficult acceſs. In it I perceived fewer tra- 
vellers than in the other, which I had juſt 
been viewing: yet they were more than at 
firſt appeared. At the farther end of it, 1 
deſcried a magnificent temple. “ That 
country,“ ſaid my guide, is the domi- 
% nion of VIRTUE, in which the inhabi- 


5 


OF-VIRTUE. 30 


« tants are inured to labour, but reap the 
« fruits of it in health of body, and tram 
« quillity of mind. Theſe roughneſſes and 
« precipices which you ſee, are chiefly in 
« the entrance to it. As you advance it 


« orows more {mooth and goodly. The 


« temple which you deſcry is that of the 
« goddeſs, where ſhe receives and rewards 
« her faithful votaries, who enjoy, beyond 
te the power of time and ſorrow, what you 
« are in purſuit of, HAPPIN ESS. Oh 
e bleſſed votaries ! criedI; * oh glorious 
« temple ! Thither let us bend our ſteps, 
] long to join that high aſſembly, Let us 
« ſet out immediately.“ My guide ap- 
proved of my ardour; but, to prevent it 
from running into preſumption, again fore- 
told me I ſhould meet with conſiderable dif- 
ſiculties in the road on which I was about to 
enter ; and then led me down the hill. 


W E were no ſooner got to the foot of 
it, than I began to find his predictions true, 
For after forcing our way through thickets 
with no little trouble, we came to a road 


32 THE TEMPLE 


that lay all up hill, and appeared abrupt and 
craggy. Theſe inconveniencies, even though 
I had fair warning of them, a good deal dif. 
couraged me; ſo that from haſty impatience 
to get clear of them the ſooner, I hurried on 
before my guide. But the faſter I went, 
the more I was perplexed, And indeed the 
path' was ſo narrow, that I eaſily deviated 
into by- roads; which I was the more tempt- 
ed to do by the approach of ſome perſons 
of a grave appearance, who told me they 
were going the ſame way, and were retain- 


ers to the goddeſs, to whoſe temple I was 
travelling. 


-, THE firſt I met was dreſt in a plain garb 
- thrown careleſsly about him, had a blunt 
demure aſpect ſomewhat enclining to the 
ſullen, inveighed ſtrongly againſt the man- 
ners of the country from which I came, 
ſpoke of the folly and knavery of mortals 
with great acrimony, and told me that many 
were profeſſed, but few or none real, friends 
to VIRTUE. He called himſelf nonesTY, 
and bade me follow him, offering to con- 
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duct me the ſhorteſt way to her temple. I 
was glad to accept his offer, but quickly re- 
pented. For inſtead of extricating, he led 
me into a greater maze, and through worſe 
thickets than thoſe I had already paſt, where 
[ was pricked and torn with the buſhes and 
briars which grew on every fide. This 
made me reſolve to follow him no longer. 
His true name I found afterwards was CY xIs 
CAL SOURNESS, 


UPON his leaving me, there advanced ano- 
ther of a ſtill more homely figure. He had 
a mortified viſage, with a matted beard 
which reached down to his middle, was 


clad in ſackcloath, girt about with a rope, 


and was bare footed, He had a maple diſh 
in one hand, and in the other held a whip, 
with which he would now and then by way 
of pennance laſh himſelf, The name he aſ- 
ſumed was TEMPERANCE, though I un- 
derſtood afterwards that he was only MONK- 
ISS AUSTERITY, Notwithſtanding his 
form and air were in magy reſpects none of 


the molt engaging, yet as he profeſſed the 
D 
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utmoſt ſimplicity of diet and manners, put 
on a very ſanctimonious look, and peremp. 
torily aſſerted that there was no other way 
to the temple of viRTUE but through 
his Cell, T was induced to follow him. But 
the road he led me was fo rough and ſtony, 
his diſcourſe was ſo forbidding, and his de. 
portment ſo fierce, that being greatly ſhocked 
I ſoon deſerted him. 


THE next who addreſſed me, was a ſtate- 
ly perſonage, with a plauſible countenance, 
and an air of grandeur, in which however 
there appeared ſomething ſtarched and 
haughty, He gave me to know that he was 
by profeſſion a Phils/opher, ſpoke much ef 
his diſintereſted zeal, his unconfined bene- 
volence, his inflexible probity, his perfect 
command over all his paſſions, his ſovereign 
contempt both of Pain and PLEASURE, 
and boldly affirmed that none but he knew 
the road to the temple of vikTUE, that 
he was a boſom friend of the goddeſs, and 
commiſſioned by her to conduct young tra: 


vellers to her ſacred manſion, His name, 
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he ſaid, was sTolcis u, though his enemies 
through ſpite often miſcalled him pRID E. 
Impoſed upon by a name ſo celebrated, and 
ſuch lofty pretenſions, I readily accepted 
his conduct. But he led me ſometimes 
through bogs where I was in danger, of ſtick- 
ing faſt, at other times over precipices, 
where I dreaded being daſhed in pieces; and 
yet I could not perceive that we gained any 
ground, So that being quite faint and diſ- 
heartened with following ſuch a headſtrong 
and dangerous leader, and ſick of making fo 
many unpleaſant and unſucceſsful experi- 
ments one after another, I determined at laſt 
to adhere cloſely to my old guide, who had 
all this while kept behind at ſome diſtance, 
but had never loſt ſight of me. Seeing me 
now alone, he came up, and on my eonfeſſ- 
ing my errour and raſhneſs in leaving him, 
torgave me. 


WE had not proceeded far together, 
when I was accoſted by ſome other perſons, 
who were not without their ſeveral allure- 


ments, were all clad in the livery of vix- 
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UE, and all pretended to be of Her family, 
My guide however aſſured me, they were 
counterfeits. One of them endeavoured to 
paſs for PRUDENCE. But I found his proper 
name was CUNNING, and that he was par- 
ticularly to be known by his ſquint eyes and 
ſhort fight. Another called herſelf jus. 
Tier. But I was informed, sEVERITT 
was her real name. A third pave herſelf 
ont for 600D NATURE, but was in fact no 
other than wEAKN ESS. And one properly 
called yROFusION, took the name of LIBE 
RALITY, 


MY guide, aware that through my youth 
and inexperience I might till be ſeduced by 
thoſe deceitful pretenders, conducted me by 
a ſecret path with which he alone was ac- 
quainted, to a green moſſy bower, hid from 
public view, at the door of which ſate a ve- 
nerable old woman of a wonderfully mild 
and ſedate appearance, who ſeemed to be 
the porter of this lowly dwelling. She 
knew my guide, and ſmiling at fight of him 
opened the door, without ſpeaking a word, 
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He told me ſhe had been his nurſe, and was 
named SOLITUDE. We no ſooner entered 
than we ſaw a very lovely figure reclining on 
2 verdant couch, planted round with jeſſa- 
mine and honey-ſuckle, which filled the 
place with a delightful fragrance. She had 
an incomparable ingenuity and beauty of 
aſpect. Her countenance was open as Hea- 
ven, Her eyes were bright as the evening 
ſtar, and withal ſo penetrating, thatnothing 
could eſcape her notice. Her perſon ap- 
peared as if formed by the Graces, with-in- 
imitable proportion and elegance. She.wore 
a plain azure coloured robe, which was ſo 
thin and at the ſame time ſo admirably ad- 
juſted to her ſhape, that it diſplayed all her 
charms in their higheſt luſtre. Her whole 
form ſeemed to radiate with light. On ſees 
ing my guide, her face flaſhed with a 
brighter bloom; and ſhe eyed him with 
equal reſpe& and complacence. Riſing from 
her ſeat, and moving gracefully towards us, 
| ſhe received us with a friendly joy. My 
guide, having informed her who I was, 


and whence I came, recommended me to 
D 3 
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her care, and told me I might ſafely travel 
onward to the temple of vIx rug under 
the direction of ſo ſure a conductreſs, who 
was his favourite daughter, and whoſe 
name was TRUTH. Saying this he left us, 
and immediately we ſet forward on our 
Journey. 


NOW and then certain phantoms, of an 
odd figure and fantaſtic dreſs, glided acroſs 


our way. They would ſometimes make up 


to me, and try by a variety of arts to entice 
me from my new guide. Theſe, ſhe in- 


formed me, were partiſans of PLEASURE, 


and ſent by her to the frontiers of vikTus, 
purpoſely to embaraſs and decoy young tra- 
vellers. Some of their names, as I remem- 
ber, were Vain. glory, Popular Applauſe, Fulſ: 
Shame, Deriſin, Detraction, Novelty, Fa- 


ſbion. I felt ſome curioſity to enter into diſ. 


courſe with them. But my guide pulling 

out a mirror ſhe always carries about her, 

in which the images of things are repreſent- 

ed in their genuine ſize and colours, with it 

ſhe confronted the ſpectres: upon which 
8 
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ſome of them diſappeared, unable to ſuſtain 
its ſplendour, and others (oh ſurprizing ef- 
fe of the mirrour !) ſhrunk into the moſt 
diminutive and deſpicable figures imagin- 


able, 


AS we travelled forward, having obſerved 
that my guide held in her hand a cryſtalline 
cup, full of a clear and ſparkling liquor, 
I preſumed to aſk her what it was. She an- 
ſwered it was a ſovereign medicine, which 
beſides purifying the conſtitution in general, 
was particularly uſeful in clearing and 
ſtrengthening the organs of Sight. I had 
no ſooner, by her advice, taken a little of 
it, than inſtantly, methonght, a weakneſs 
and confuſion in my eyes of which I had for 
ſome time complained, went off, and I faw 
objects at a greater diſtance, and more dif- 
tinctly than before. My guide deſired me to 
look back on the palace of PLEASURE, which 
lay in the valley below. But how was I 
ſtruck to ſee all its magnificence vaniſhed, 
itſelf ſuſpended with a tremulous motion 


in the air, without any foundation to reſt 
D 4 
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upon, and the adjacent fields, formerly ſo 
fruitful and well watered in appearance, all 
transformed into a frightful waſte! The god - 
deſs herſelf was ſhrivelled into an ugly hag, 
fitting in a darkſome corner, pale and tremb- 
ling, accompanied only by a few of her 
doleful attendants and votaries, who ap- 
peared as ſo many furies reproaching her 


and one another, and tearing themſelves 
with anguiſh and deſpair. I turned away 


with diſguſt from ſo loathſome a ſpectacle, 
and entreated my guide to lead on. 


AS we advanced, we were accoſted by 
one of a youthful form, who ſeemed to be 
in his full ſtrength. His complexion was of 
that kind which is acquired by toil, He had 
a ſteady look, not without ſome mixture of 
ſternneſs, to which the reſt of his make cor- 
reſponded, being rough and hardy. He 
graſped in his hand a club, and walked with 
great compoſure and firmneſs. © This 
youth,” ſaid my guide, is a near ally of 
* my family, whom coNTEMPLATION had 

by fair LIBERTY. He is called R£50L!U- 
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« TION, and has a temper compounded of 
« the characters of both parents, For in 
« him the fire of the Mother, is tempered 
« by the coolneſs of the Father,” His pre- 
ſence inſpired me with new ſpirit, ſo that I 
was diſpoſed to preſs on through the remain- 
ing difficulties of the way, with freſh ala- 
crity and vigour. 


INDEED I quickly found I ſhould want 
it all, For I obſerved at ſome diſtance a 
vaſt misſhapen rock, which I underſtood I 
muſt neceſſarily climb. It proved on our ar- 
rival ſo exceeding arduous and ſlippery, 
that I fell back almoſt as faſt as I aſcended. 
There lodged too, my guide informed me, 
in one of it's cavities a monſter, whom we 
mult needs ſubdue, befare we could reach 
the top. But be of good cheer,” ſaid ſhe ; 
* for Heaven will {end to our relief a migh- 
& tier power.” - Scarce had ſhe done ſpeak- 
ing, when a creature of a moſt hideous form 
ruſhed out upon us, the very ſight of whom 
chilled me with horrour. He had indeed 
the face of a nan: but it was more fierce 
and terrible than that of a Lion. His eyes 
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darted fire. Out of his noſtrils iſſued a bale- 
ful ſteam that poiſoned the air; and his roar- 
ing was like the ſound of many waters. He 
was armed with ſcales almoſt impenetrable 
by human weapons, and inſtead of hands 
had ſharp claws, which tore whatever came 
in their way, His name was SELF WILL, 


He was attended by a figure of a pale and 


fallow viſage, whole eyes were ſunk in her 
head, and rolled round with wildneſs and 
fury. Her treſſes flew looſe about her ſhoul- 


ders, and ſhe had in all her looks and gel- 


tures an air of diſtraction. In one hand ſhe 
carried a ſtring of beads, which ſhe ſeemed to 
tell with great earneſtneſs; and in the other 
a bloody ſcourge. At the ſame time ſhe 
muttered an unintelligible ſort of jargon, 
By her girdle hung a key; with which, my 
guide told me afterwards, ſhe para eh to 
admit into, or ſhut out from the temple of 
VIRTUE, and the abode of HaPpPpiNEss. I 


perceived ſhe lovingly embraced the monſter, 


Her name was BIGOTRY. On fight of this 
ſhocking pair, I was ſeized with a dreadful 
panick, But RESOLUTION inſtantly fell 

upon the monſter with his club, and dealt 
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his blows with great force, calling to me in 
the mean time not to be afraid. Yet I could 
not help trembling for the event. Indeed 
my companion was preſſed ſo hard by the 
monſter, that he mult have fallen a prey to 
his rage ſoon, had not our provident guide, 
who remained a while ſpectator of the une- 
qual combat, brought to our aid a ſeaſon- 
able reinforcement. Oh, the godlike Power 
that interpoſed ! 


METHOUGHT ſhe had in her whole 
appearance ſomewhat more majeſtic and di- 
vine than any thing I had ever ſeen. Her 
forchead was like poliſhed ivory. Her hair 
ſhone as burniſhed gold. Her eyes effuſed 
ineffable mildneſs mingled with modeſt tri- 
umph. They were moſtly fixed on Hea- 
ver, to which they were thrown up with 
ſuch a ſpirit of unaffected but ſublime de- 
votion, as almoſt lifted the beholder thither. 


Her garment, which hung freely from her 
ſhoulders, and reached down to her feet, was 
white as the driven ſnow. All her motions 
were at once ſerene and awful. She looked 
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like an inhabitant of the Zmpyrian, ſent 
down for the relief of feeble mortals. At 
ſight of her, B1Gco0TRY, unable to ſupport 
ſo much effulgence, turned her back, funk 
away, and was ſeen no more. The name of 

this radiant Power, my guide informed me, 
was RELIGION. In her hand ſhe carried a 
box of frankincenſe : Having caſt ſome of it 
ona little altar that ſtood by, it raiſed at firſt 
a cloud of ſmoke; which ſo affrighted the 
monſter that he ran away, bellowing forth 
ſuch cries as ſeemed to rend the vault of 
Heaven. The ſmoke was ſucceeded by a ce- 
leſtial odour, that ſoon diſperſed the noiſome 
vapour which he had cauſed, 


THE conſternation I was in, and the ſplen- 
dour of RELIG10N, had hitherto prevented 
me from taking notice of three blooming fi- 
gures that attended her; ſhe told me they 
were her daughters, FAITH, HUMILITY, 
and HOPE. The Fir had her head inveſt- 
ed with a circle of rays, which threw a cheer- 
ing light on all around her. Her eyes were 
chiefly turn'd towards her parent, who be- 
held her with reciprocal and ſuperior de- 
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light. She carried before her a ſhield of di- 
vine workmanſhip, and appeared to lead the 
road to her ſiſters. Hu MuILIT , cloathed 
jn a veſture of a dark ſober hue, which trailed 
on the ground, walked with a downcaſt look 
and a flow compoſed ſtep. Her whole de- 
meanour was lowly and unaſſuming. HopE 
had in her hand an opening bud, freſh and 
fragrant as the morning roſe. She heedfully 
marked the motions of her eldeſt ſiſter, and 
wore in her countenance a pleaſant tranquilli- 
ty, which ſeemed a mixture of gravity and 
cheerfulneſs, bordering upon rapture. 


AS we walked onwards, we were joined 
by another companion, one too of RELIGT» 
oNn's family; who, ſhe ſaid, would help me 
to ſurmount the remaining hardſhips of the 
way. He was an elderly perſonage, but ap- 
peared ſtill freſh and vigorous. He was clad 
in a plain ruſſet cloak, had a meek and 
contented aſpect, and carried in his hand 
a ſtaff, on which he ſometimes leaned. 
He was provided with a box of ointment, 
wherewith he uſed to dreſs the wounds, 
and anoint the feet of thoſe travellers, 
Who had been hurt by the aſperities of the 
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road. She told me, his name was PpATIENcx. 
This gracious Power going before, lent me 
his hand; and by his aſſiſtance I climbed to 
the top of the rock with eaſe. I perceived, 
indeed, after he joined us, that the way be- 
came more ſmooth, and more agreeable in all 
reſpects. We {till aſcended, but the aſcent 
diminiſhed : And among ſo many charming 
companions, I quickly forgot my fatigue, 


 Theſun, but lately riſen, gilded the horizon, 


and illuminated the faireſt country I ever be- 
held. Beauteous proſpects opened on every 
ſide. To the barren wilds and frightful pre- 
cipices we had paſt, ſucceeded green mea- 
dows, and flowery lawns, and ſtreams of 
living water. 


THE temple, in full fight of which we 
were now come, ſtood on the ſummit of the 
hill. My guide perceiving me raviſhed with 


the view of ſo glorious a ſtructure, ſaid, 


pointing to it, That, Sir, is the temple 
© of VIRTUE, and the abode of HAPPI- 
% NESS. There the monſter who ſo late- 
* ly frighted you, SELF-WILL, and his 
* gloomy partner, BIGOTRY, dare not en- 
« ter, Spleen never ſpreads her ſable wings 
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« there. From thence are for ever exclud- 
| « ed corroding cares, and fearful forebodings, 
« with thoſe infernal furies, bitter Strife, 
« blind Paſſion, brutal Revenge, jealouſy of 
« jaundiced eye, fell Hate, pining Envy, 
« rapacious Appetite, and pale Rmerſe. Nei- 
« ther the indolent nor the buſy adherents 
« to PLEASURE can breathe in ſo pure an 
e air. Her dependants, who are at the ſame 
« time inhabitants, paſs the feſtal hours in 
« a perpetual round of pleaſing exerciſes, 
divided into different ſocial bands, loving 
« and beloved, improving and improved by 
« one another, without any contention but | 
„this, who ſhall pay the higheſt homage, | 
e and do the molt acceptable ſervice to their | 
common ſovereign, who is always ſure to ] 
* diſpenſe her nobleſt boons to the molt ac- | 


« tive and deſerving.” 
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MEAN-WHILE we approached nigh to 
the ſacred manſion, which was built of a 
tranſparent ſtone, that admitted light from 
every quarter, It was of a quadrangular 
form, and had at top a magnificent dome. 
Its portal was ſupported by a double row of 


— 
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pillars of the Dorick order. The entry was 
guarded by two centinels, who had ſome. 
thing in their looks ſo awful, that ſeveral tra- 
vellers recoiled at fight of them. Their 
names were, TEMPERANCE and FORT1- 
TUDE. The former held in his hand a 
bridle, and the latter a ſpear in her's, 
Though their firſt appearance was rather 
ſtern and forbidding, methought it ſoftened 
on us, as ſoon as they obſerved the compa- 
ny we were in. The gates ſtood wide 
open, as I was told they always do. Aſcend- 
ing by eaſy ſteps, we entered. I was tranſ- 
ported with the beauty and greatneſs of the 
place. The height and circumference of 
the dome both filled and delighted the eyes. 
The manner of the whole was ſimple and ſo- 
lemn. There was no need of adventitious 
decorations, and there were none. 


AT the upper end of the temple, on a 
throne of ſtate, appeared the goddeſs. But 
how deſcribe her wondrous form ? Her com- 
plexion was clear, healthful, and animated 
with a native glow more bright than art can 
confer. Her features were regular, and well 
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proportioned, but had withal a kind of maſcu- 


line air. Her eyes were blue, beautiful, 
and piercing as light itſelf. In all her mien 
there was a happy mixture of dignity and 
modeſty. No ornaments about her perſon, 
but what were decent and natural. Her hair 
flowed down her neck in artleſs ringlets. A 
ſprig of laurel was wreathed round her tem- 
ples. She wore a robe of the pureſt purple, 
which was girt with a zone about her waiſt, 
from which it fell in ample and eaſy folds, 
dike graceful and unencumbered. She held 
in her hand an imperial ſword, the emblem 
of power and authority. Before the throne, 
which was of alabaſter, were placed various 
enſigns of dominion, a globe, crowns, ſcep- 
ters, batons, faſces, tables of laws, ſuits of 
armour, inſtruments of war, trophies, and the 
ſeveral ſymbols of the finer arts. 


THE preſence of the goddeſs, ſo divinely 
great, overwhelmed me with veneration and 
rapture, I ſtood for ſometime immoveable, 
as if loſt in admiration. When was a little 
recovered from my extacy, my guide point- 
ing to the throne ſaid, There ſits the Di- 
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vinity of the place, the daughter of thoſe 
« immortal powers, WISDOM and LOVE, 

« She was brought forth. at a birth with 
© HAPPINESS, her ſiſter, and undivided 
% companion; and ſent down from above, 
as the beſt friend of men, and the ſureſt 
&« direQreſs of life, the guardian of youth, 
« the glory of manhood, and the comforter 
« of old age. By her inſtructions and laws, 
*. human, ſociety is formed. and maintained ; 
* and human nature, by converſe with hr, 
cc grows truly godlike.“ 


* 


MY guide then acquainted me with the 
names and {ymbots of the numerous atten- 
dants of the goddeſs. On either fide of the 
. throne, as its ſupporters, ſtood two illuſtricus 
perſonages, called PRUDENCE andJysSTICE. 
PRUDENCE held a rule in one hand, and in 
the other a ſerpent, which twin'd its m- 
offenſive ſpires round her arm, JUSTICE 
held in her hand a pair of ſcales. The vo- 
taries, as they approached, were introduced 
to the preſence by a young virgin of the moſt 
lovely appearance, who could not perform 
her taſk without bluſhing. Her name was 
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MoDESTY. On the right hand of the god- 
deſs ſtood Domeſtic tenderneſs, Chaſtity with 
a veil, meek-ey'd Charity, ſacred Friendſhip, 
and Heroick Indignation of a ſtern aſpect and 
awful mien, graſping the imperial ſword 
which vIRTVE reached out to him, and 
leading up Public Zeal, Magnanimity, and 
Honour, perſons of a fearleſs countenance 
and noble deportment, with ſeveral more 
whoſe names I have forgot. On her left 
hand were placed amongſt others, Honeſiy in 
her tranſparent veſt ; Sincerity, of an inge- 
nuous face; Reſignat ion, leaning on a co- 
lumn, and looking up to Heaven; Clemency 
holding an olive-branch ; and Heſpilality of a 
liberal and open manner, joining hands with 
Piliteneſs. Behind the throne ſtood ranged 
unruffled Serenity; ſmiling Cheerfulneſ5 ; ever- 
blooming Foy, with a garland of flowers in 
her hand; and the Graces incircled in each 
other's arms. There too appeared Induſtry 
of a hale and active look, and Peace crown- 
ed with laurel, ſupporting a Cornucopia be- 
tween them; Credit linked hand in hand 
with Commerce; and both introduced by 
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Civil Liberty holding her wand and cap. In 
VIRTUE's train, I likewiſe ſaw Rhetoric, of 
a bold enthuſiaſtic air; Poetry, with her 
lyre; Philoſophy, with her ſpeculum ; Hiſt- 
ry, with her pen, Sculpture, Painting, and 
the reſt of the Arts and Sciences, each adorn- 
ed with their reſpective ſymbols. The pre- 
ſence of the goddeſs ſeemed to inſpire the 
whole generous and amiable band, and gave 
a freſh luſtre to their beauty. 


THE area of the temple was filled with 
a glorious Multitude, which no man could num- 
ber, collected out of all tribes and nations, 


who lived in holy union, and converſed to- 


gether with perfect eſteem and confidence. 


I obſerved ſtationed near the throne a diſtin- 


guiſhed company, on whom the goddeſs 
ſmiled with peculiar ſatisfaction. My guide 


informed me, they were a ſet of tranſcendent 


Morthies, who had approved themſelves pat- 
terns of every excellence, the promoters of 
TRUTH, the defenders of Liberty, the be- 
nefactors of mankind, the very Lights of the 


#:rld. 
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THIS great aſſembly joined in offering 
up their ſeveral gifts; which were not ſo re- 
markable for their ſplendour or riches, as 
they were ennobled and conſecrated by the 
Purity of the offerers. The minuteſt obla- 
tions were acceptable, being made with a 
Willing Mind. And the undiſſembled ho- 
mage of ſuch perſons as had nothing elle to 


preſent, was received by the Divinity with 


2 countenance no lefs propitious, than ſhe 
vouchafed to her moſt munificent worſhip- 


pers. 


I had almoſt forgot to mention, that near 
the throne ſtood a nymph of an alluring and 
enraptured aſpect, whoſe name was HAR- 
MONY, She held between her hands a gol- 
den harp, and ſeemed only to wait for a ſig- 
nal to ſtrike it. Silence being proclaimed 
tarough the aſſembly, after they had paid 
their homage, the goddeſs beckoned to the 
graceful nymph ; on which {ſhe kindled into 
higher tranſport, ſwept the warbling ſtrings, 
and play'd ſuch airs as ſoothed the hearers 
into attentive wonder and celeſtial raviſh- 
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ment. The harp of Orpheus was not more 
enchanting. 


WHEN the muſic ceaſed, methonoke the 
happy multitude crowded round the Pre- 
fence, and without ſtrife or noiſe placed them- 
ſelves in that ſituation, where they might beſt 
be ſeen by the obſerving Deity. Such as were 
but juſt arrived, and who had not yet had 
their audience, did now approach with their 
reſpective claims, led up by MoDEs TY. The 
goddeſs ordered her recorder who fat on a 
bench below her, whoſe eyes were piercing 
as the eagle's, when he gazes on the noon- 
day ſun, and his voice ſolemn as that of di- 
ſtant thunders, to read their ſeveral ſtories, 
The recorder's name was CONSCIENCE, 
There was ſpread before him a huge volume, 
in which were regiſtred the actions of men, 

as well the moſt diſguiſed and ſecret, as the 
moſt open and avowed. Nor did any ever 
contradict the teſtimony. of coNscIENCE, 
without being ſelf· condemned. 


THE firſt perſon whom the baſhful uſher 
introduced, was a comely old woman of a 
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moſt decent appearance. Purity and ſweet- 
nels were ſo tempered in her, as to create 
at once reſpe and confidence, whilſt they 
ſhone out in an eminent degree through a 
her looks and demeanour. When preſented 
to the goddefs, the paleneſs of age could not 
conceal a candid bluſh which overfpread her 
cheeks, as the Recorder read aloud the fol- 
lowing encomium of her, that her earlieſt 
youth was diſtinguiſhed by an affectionate 
piety to Gp and her parents, accompanied 
with a ſobriety of mind and ſedateneſs of 
manners, uncommon at that period of life: 
That being married very young to an elder- 
ly gentleman of good fortune and great 
worth, but of a warm temper, ſhe had im- 
proved his circumſtances by her prudent 
management, and ſubdued his paſſion by a 
ſuperior mildneſs and ſingular diſcretion : 
That ſhe had reared a numerous fami- 
ly with the moſt tender care, and ſtudied, 
by her inſtructions and example, to inſpire 
them with an early attachment to RELIGION 
and VIRTUE : Thar, by a winning conver- 
ſation and well- conducted indulgence, ſhe 
had engaged them to love her as their F iend, 
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no leſs than to reverence her as their Parent: 
that after her huſband's death, which hap- 
pened when the moſt of them were young, 
ſhe had watched over their intereſts with un- 
wearied attention, given them a liberal edu- 
cation, and ſettled them in uſeful and honour. 
able ſtations : that ſuch of them as were now 
at à diftance from her, ſhe continued to 
counſel, and to confirm in the principles 
of their education, by a regular epiſtolary 
correſpondence, in which ſhe wrote her 


Heart with a ſimplicity and a dignity ſeldom 


equalled : in fine, that ſhe was venerated by 
her ſervants, beloved by her friends, bleſt 
by the poor, to whom ſhe was indeed a mo- 
ther, and applauded by all that knew her 
unaffected goodneſs. 


ON hearing this ample atteſtation, VIR- 
TUE beheld her with particular regard, and 
ſaid, Excellent woman! thou haſt been 


happy in the beſt of parents, the kindeſt of 


« huſbands, and the moſt dutiful of chil- 
& dren. And long ſhalt thou continue 
« happy in thy family, enjoying for many 
« years the higheſt felicity that can reach 2 
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« a parent's ſoul, that of ſeeing them proſ- 
© perous in their different ſpheres of action, 
« and eſteemed by the wiſe and worthy. 
Having reaped this natural recompenſe 


„in the preſent world, thy Labour of 


Love ſhall not be forgotten in the future, 
* to which thou ſhalt be gathered in a good 
old age, full of conſolation, and ripe for 
« immortality,” 


HAVING faid this, ſhe ordered Przety, 
Prudence, Charity, Conjugal Love, and Do- 
meſtick Tenderneſs, to weave a chaplet of 
flowers and crown her with it in the preſence 
of all her female miniſters; and then com- 
manded them to conduct her into the abode 
of HaPPINEss, who dwelt in apartments 
under the ſame roof with the temple. 


THE next who appeared before the god- 


deſs was a young woman, in all the bloom 
of youth and beauty. She was clad in 
mourning. There was ſomething in her 
dreſs unadorned and careleſs, to which a 
ſweetly languiſhing and downcaſt air, that 
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appeared about her, correſponded admirably, 
Her eyes were fixed on the ground, whilſt 
the Recorder gave her this remarkable teſti- 
mony ; that having a very aged and moſt 
deſerving patent, with two young brothers, 
left to her charge by the death of her mo- 
ther, ſhe had by her conſtant care and vigi- 
lance cheriſhed the former and educated the 
latter, and by many works of ingennity 
earned a tolerable ſubſiſtence for both : that 
in order to acquit herſelf of this laborious 
taſk the more compleatly, ſhe had declined 
accepting the moſt tempting offers of mar- 
riage for herſelf, being reſolved never to 


transfer upon a Huſband the burden which 
providence had laid on her : that having at 
laſt cloſed her father's eyes, and ſeen her 
brothers happily provided for by a Publick 
Foundation, the managers of which had 
heard of her meritorious behaviour, it was 
now her chief employment to excite them to 
the imitation of their parent's excellencies, 
ſo as to embalm and preſerve his honoured 
memory in the unblemiſhed reputation of 
his children, p 
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SUCH unexampled ſelf-denial and filial 
piety in ſo handſome and ſo young a crea- 
ture, drew upon her the admiring eyes of 
the whole aſſembly , which, occaſioning a 
virtuous confuſion, heightened her native 
graces. The goddeſs looked at her with 
great benignity, and faid, © Lovely daugh- 
« ter! Thy gentle virtues ſhall gain thee 
« fairer honours, than the more ſplendid 
« atchievments of thoſe who have been ac- 
counted Heroines : and thy name ſhall be 
held up to future ages, as the pattern 
Hof filial duty and natural affection. Thy 
children (for thou ſhalt have a beautiful 
offspring) ſhall repay thee tenfold, and 
« imitate with ardour thoſe perfections 
* which thou haſt ſo uſefully diſplayed.” 


VIRTUE then preſented her with a myſ- 
tick girdle, which was woven by the Graces, 
and endowed with ſuch wondrous efficacy 
as to beſtow upon the wearer, the power of 


charming every beholder. She received it 
bluſhing, and withdrew. 
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AFTER her, was introduced a man about 
middle age. There was a fire in his eyes, 
that indicated ſtrong paſſions. Yet he ap- 
proached the throne with a look of difh- 
dence and concern. The Recorder repre- 
ſented ; That this votary was naturally proud 
and-over bearing, prone to voluptuouſneſs, 
and impetuous in his ſchemes to gratify it: 
that the greatneſs of his wealth and rank, 
rogether with an early indulgence of thoſe 
propenſions, had contributed not a little to 
heighten their native violence : that happen- 
ing to fall in love with a young lady of diſ- 
tinguiſhed birth and beauty, joined to many 
valuable qualities, but whoſe fortune was 
entirely ruined by a train of calamities, her 
fituation made him hope ſhe would prove an 
eaſy prey to his deſigns, ſince he could not 
think of marrying her : that after employ- 
ing every ſeducing art, he found her equally 
unmoved by allurements and by terrours : 
that being at length ſubdued by the inviola- 
ble ſanity of her manners into juſt admi- 
ration and virtuous love, he deſiſted from 


his infamous attempts, and, as a proof of 


OF VIRTUE. 61 


his ſincere repentance, raiſed her from indi- 
gence and obſcurity to à ſtation of affluence 
and honour, in which her hitherto concealed 
accompliſhments broke forth with full luſ- 
tre: that her incomparable deportment did 
ſo ſoften and mould his temper, as entirely 
to reform it, and render him unaſſuming, 
mild, and moderate, a friend of virtue, 
and a guardian of the Sex. 


WHEN the Recorder had given this ac- 
count, the man was deſired to bring for- 
ward his benefactreſs. Upon which with 
the utmoſt alacrity he ſingled from the 
throng the lovelieſt creature the ſun ever 
ſhone upon; who, being thus unexpectedly 
called out to publick view, appeared with 
an additional lovelineſs, by the reddenings 
of conſcious worth, that glowed in all her 
countenance. Then eagerly preſſing her 
hand which he held in his, he ſaid, T his, 
« awful goddeſs ! is the matchleſs woman, 
« who converted me to reaſon and huma- 
«« nity. I have done nothing to merit your 


regard: only beſtow upon my beloved 
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partner ſome recompenſe proportioned to 
0 her high deſerts.” All the while he eyed her 
with unutterable fondneſs. Her eyes, in 
the mean time, were fixed on the ground, 
and ſhe obſerved a modeſt filence, more ex- 
preſſive than the ſtrongeſt eloquence, 


* 


VIRTUE from her throne beheld them 
both with ſingular complacence, and ordered 

Hymen to bring forth from her treaſury two 
garlands of ivy, which ſhe herſelf wreathed 
about their heads, whilſt ſhe thus addreſſed 
them, Happy pair! wear theſe: crowns 
*« as memorials of my eſteem, and of the 
„ conqueſts which each of you has gained. 
* Be ye eternal monuments of the untad- 
ing joys of a chaſte and rational affection, 
e and witneſs to a degenerate world how 
far theſe virtuous endearments ſurpaſs the 


A higheſt tranſports of lawleſs paſſion.” 


THEN ſhe commanded Chaſtity, Meek- 
neſs, Fidelity, and Chearſulneſs, in company 
with the three Graces, to conduct them into 
the Hymeneal Chamber near the altar. 
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NEXT in order came a grave matron- 
like lady, upon the decline of life. But no 
wrinkles had yet deformed her face, and 
by many agreeable traces which ſhe {till re- 
tained, I could plainly perceive ſhe had once 
ſtood in the foremoſt rank of beauty. Her 
ſhape was eaſy, and her air of that kind 
which is at once grand and engaging. When 
ſhe had approached the goddeſs, the Recorder 
atteſted, that the preſent votary, having 
been heireſs to a large fortune, and poſſeſſed 
of many advantages both of body and mind, 

\had neyertheleſs maintained ſuch a modera- 
don of ſpirit, as gave a dignity to the former, 
and caſt a glory round the latter: that 
though her train was ſoon ſwelled with a 
crowd of admirers, ſome of whom were of 
the firſt diſtinction, and addreſſed her in 
due form, ſhe had never feemed vain of her 
paſt, nor ambitious of future, conqueſts : 
that ſhe had availed herſelf of her fortune 
and other advantages, only to relieve the 
indigent, to recommend the deſerving to the 
favour of the rich and powerful, and to pro- 
tet the modeſt againſt the Oppre/ſo:'s IProng, 
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the Proud Man's Contumely, and the nfs. 
lence of Office that having rejected the baits 
of grandeur offered her by her intereſted 
ſuitors, who conſidered marriage merely as 
a bargain, and thoſe of gallantry preſented 
by her gay ones, who regarded it as the laſt 
refuge of a ſhattered eſtate, ſhe had made 
choice of a plain man, with neither rank, 
youth, nor beauty on his ſide, and of a very 
moderate income, but of admirable ſenſe 
and worth ; with whom ſhe removed into 
the Country, preferring his company, and 
that of a few ſele& friends, amidſt the ſtill 
delights of retirement, to the tumultuous 
diverſions of the town, and the trifling pa- 
rade of a court. 


THE goddeſs, with an aſpect of high 
approbation, thus confirmed the teſtimony 
of her Recorder; Exalted creature! I have 
long beheld with entire ſatisfaction thy 
« diſcreet reſerve, thy noble equanimity, 
“and generous uſe of thy power and 
“ riches. Theſe have met with their 
« juſt reward, in one of the beſt of men. 
3 
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« Be thou a laſting example to thy ſex of 
« unambitious but prudent conduct. Teach 
« them to ſacrifice the tranſient glare of 
« wealth, and hollow pageantry of great- 
« neſs, to the ſubſtantial never fading bliſs 
« of friendſhip, freedom, and ſelf enjoy- 
« ment.“ 


THEN viRTUE taking from her own 
hand a ring of ineſtimable value, on which 
were Cyphered the names of wisDoM and 
of LOVE, ſhe put it upon the finger of the 
votary. She was afterwards conducted by 
three attendants of the goddeſs, Diſcretion, 
Decency, and Foy, to her huſband, who, 

in a corner of the temple, had obſerved 
with rapture the honours paid to the ad- 
mired author and partner of his felicity. 


THE next that was introdaced to the 
Preſence, was a man paſt the boiſterous ſea- 
ſon of life, but not yet fully arrived at his 
prime. He had a maſculine and animated 
look ; mixed with * ſevere and 
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thoughtful, which ſeemed to intimate that 
he had endured conſiderable hardſhips, but 
ſpoke at the ſame time a mind unconquered, 
Concerning him the Recorder teſtified ; that 
though born to a plentiful eſtate, he had 
found it much impaired by the extravagance 
of his father, and the injuſtice of his 
friends : that the remainder he had laid out 
on giving himſelf a moſt liberal education: 
that he had wiſely appeaſed or vigorouſly 
fuſtaĩned ſome ſtrong reſentments which he 
had incurred, without deſerving them: 
that he had undergone, with invincible 
calmneſs, an uncommon load of calumny : 
that having at laſt with equal ſagacity and 
ſpirit extricated himfelf from a train of dit. 
ficulties, and by. his rare abilities raiſed 
an independent fortune, he was not in the 
leaſt elated with it, but continued unde - 
bauched by Preſperity, as he had been un- 
daunted by Agver/ity : that he had employ- 
ed his new acquired wealth, in ſupplying 
the wants of thoſe very relations who had 
uſed him worſt, in maintaining ſome of 
them who were diſabled by age or infirmi- 


OF VIRTUE. 67 


ties, and ſettling out others in the world: 
that his purſe was always open to neceſſitous 
Merit, his houſe a ſanctuary to injured Ins- 
cence, his advice and aſſiſtance free to all, and 
his company courted alike by old and young, 
the laſt of whom he was particularly ſolici- 
tous to inſpire with a ſenſe of Homour, and 
the love of vI RTE. 


THE goddeſs, charmed with this ac- 
count of the youthful hero, commanded 
two of her attendants, MAGNANIMITY, and 
LIBERALITY, to crown him with a wreath 
of laurel, as if he had been a Congueror juſt 
returned from the field of battle. Then with 
a loud voice ſhe thus addreſſed him, „Shine 
e on, thou noble youth! ſhine on unwearied- 
« ly, with all the ſplendor of ſuperior huma- 
“ nity. Inſtruct mankind by thy perſuaſive 
* converſation, Charm them with thy great 
« example. Make the worthleſs, the thought- 
« leſs, and the vain, aſhamed, Teach even 
the moſt ſavage minds to revere that ſacred 


form of goodneſs which they dare not imi- 
* tate,” | 
F 2 
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STRUCK with this ſolemn atteſtation ot 
VIRTUE herſelf, the hero, with an amiable 
baſhfulneſs, retired behind the throne, and 
diſappeared amongſt the admiring crowd, 


JH E ſucceeding votary was a perſon far 
advanced in years, whoſe reverend viſage be- 
tokened a certain divine ſimplicity of cha- 
racter. His demeanour was perfectly plain and 
artleſs. His whole appearance was truly pri- 
mitive. He approached the throne ſlowly. On 
his right hand ſtepped RELIGION, ou his left 

PHILOSO HT. HUMILITY walked behind 
him. By the account of the Recorder, he was 
one of y1R TV e's Prieſts, who had ever ſerved 
at her altar, with a zeal as pure as the fire 

which burnt upon it, and withal as mild as 
the oil which fed the holy flame : every hour 
that could be ſpared from an immediate atten- 
dance on his function, he had employed in 
exerciſes of an enlightened piety, or in offices 
of an unlimited benevolence, or in ſtudies 
conſecrated to the purpoſes of both : having 
received from Nature a marvellous acumen in 


Experimental Reſearches, he had, with a8 
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aſſiduity and accuracy till then unheard of, 
applied it to penetrate her works : he had 
pierced accordingly into many of her ſecrets, 
more eſpecially into thoſe relating to the Ve- 
getable and Animal machinery : by drawing 
aſide the veil which had hitherto inveloped 
them, he had diſcloſed ſuch miracles of 
power, intelligence, and goodneſs, as ſtruck 
each attentive ſpectator with devout aſtoniſh- 
ment: by theſe diſcourſes he had not only 
advanced the glory of the great Artificer ; he 
had contributed to the benefit of Man, in 
pointing out their important uſes for the pre- 
ſervation, the comfort, or the ornament of 
life : he had ſubdued the very Elements to the 
ſervice of his ſpecies, even there where they 
had been moſt refractory and noxious : 
the Air and Vater he had purged and 
ſweetened by thoſe admirable arts, for which 
multitudes of human beings in every age 
would ariſe up and call him bleſſed : he had 
in ſome ſenſe reſtored breath to thouſands of 
his fellow creatures: the fame of his in- 
comparable ingenuity and worth, having in- 
duced the moſt virtuous Princeſs upon earth, 
F 3 


—_— — — — 2 
— — 
- : a 
—_ . 
2 


— 


— 


70 THE TEMPLE 


by a ſort of ſacred violence to force him to 
the Court, he had remained, amidſt the glit- 


ter of a Palace, the ſame contemplative, un- 


ambitious, beneficent, and elevated ſpirit, 
that he had always appeared in the ſhade of 
Retirement, retreating thither as often as he 
could; and when he could not, walking 
through the circles of grandeur and gaiety 
with an undeſigning heart and unaffected 
manners; breathing an air of ſanctity like the 


inhabitant of ſome ſuperior region, and as 


by beams brought down from above, kindling 
in thoſe about him the love of REL1G1oN, 
TEMPERANCE, and WISDOM. 


VirTve ſmiled upon the ſaint with mingled 
affection and delight, which, when the Re- 
corder had done reading, ſhe thus expreſſed; 
« Happy old man! let me congratulate 
* thee, in-the preſence of this aſſembly, on 
“e thy ſingular felicity. Happy in thy geni- 
« us, in thy diſpoſitions, and in thy royal 
* miſtreſs ! thrice happy in the power of dit- 
„ fuſing health and refreſhment through 


© the abodes of ſickneſs and dejection, in 
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« the praiſe of ſaving the lives of millions 
« yet unborn, in the glorious privilege of 
« leading immortal minds to adore and ſerve 
« the Maker of this univerſe! Let the joy- 
« ful recollection ſupport thy drooping age. 
« Let the honours paid thee by the beſt and 
« oreateſt of mankind exhilarate thy ſpirits, 
And whilſt thou art employed in aſſiſting 
ce the worthieſt of mothers to train for He 
4 race of the moſt amiable and hopeful 
„Princes, let the proſpect of thy ſucceſs in 
&« this higheſt ſervice thou canſt do thy 
« Country, anticipate the tranſports thou 
e ſhalt ſhortly taſte in the palace of, Eter- 


60 nity,” 


THE goddeſs then ordered Sculpture to 
erect for the venerable man a ſtatue of the 
fineſt marble, with the figure of a ventilator 
on the pedeſtal, and this inſcription, To THE 
GOOD DOCTOR HYFFF, SECRETARY OF 


NATURE. 


AFTER him came forward another vo- 
tary, paſt the prime of life. ' He had in his 
F 4 | 
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face unuſual ſpirit, chaſtened with wonder. 
ful ſedateneſs. He approached the Preſence 
with a grave and dignified mien, holding in 
his hand a volume, With a ſteady counte- 
nance he eyed it and the goddeſs by turns; 
whilſt the Recerder teſtified of him; that be. 
ing animated with a moſt ardent love of Li- 
berty and of his Country, he had devoted 
himſelf to their intereſts : that he had em- 
ployed his youth in correcting his paſſions, 
aſcertaining his principles, and ſtoring his 
mind with all elegant and uſeful knowledge : 
that he had applied with particular ſedulity 
to the ſtudy of Hiftory, Politics, and Oratory, 
with a view to fit him for the important 
part he might afterwards ſuſtain in the coun- 
cils of the Nation : that poſſeſſed of a ſmall 
eſtate, he had always bounded his expences 
by it, with a prudent but genteel oeconomy : 
that at home he had ever lived the priva'e 
Gentleman, dividing his time chiefly between 
his books and his friends, a ſtranger to Lu- 
XURY, and an enemy to Tumult that in 
the Senate, to which he was early called by 
the unbribed election of his country men, he 
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had ſtill appeared the Steady Patriot, neither 
cringing to the haughty pageants of power, 
nor courting the favour of the giddy popu- 
lace: that ſcorning a bribe himſelf, under 
whatever name diſguiſed, he had conſtantly 
inveighed with a boldneſs that dreaded no 
repriſals, againſt the venal herd of every 
kind; againſt thoſe Sham Patricts eſpecially, 
who, after decrying venality in others, had 
themſelves bartered independence, freedom, 
and fair renown, for Filthy Lucre, or ſome 
tinſel ornament of dear-bought greatnels : 
that the character he had gained of integrity 
and capacity, having raiſed him to a moſt 
beneficial place in the Adminiſtration, he had 
by his unequalled moderation in it, generouſ- 


ly renouncing very conſiderable profits which 


he might have received without reproach, 
diſplayed a perfe& ſuperiority to wealth: 
that as he had diſcharged the duty of the 
place with an attention which no body que- 
(tioned, ſo he had ſhown that he accepted it 
on conditions which none could condemn, 
by quitting it with Dignity, when he could 
not hold it with Honour that whillt he yet 
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held it, he ſcrupled not to level the thun- 
ders of his more than modern, his Demoſthe. 
niet eloquence, againſt thoſe unhappy mea. 
ſures, and that prodigality of public treaſure, 
by which he foreſaw its infatuated managers 
would expole their country to diſgrace and 
ruin. That he had often propoſed and warm- 


Ty pleaded in behalf of ſalutary laws and 


wile regulations, for ſtopping the progreſs 
of CORRUPT10N, for reforming the man- 
ners of the people, for purifying the Britt 


, Conſtitution, and for ſecuring the indepen: 


dency of Parliament : that this courſe of 
Service had been a courſe of Mering; he 
having been hated and perſecuted by the 
corruptors and the corrupted, reproached 
by thoſe he could not reclaim, relinquiſhed 
by thoſe he could not promote, and his pu- 
blic ſpirit, iategrity, and contempt of riches, 
repreſented as Artifice, or ridiculed as Quix- 


_etiſm: that nevertheleſs unterrified, and 


undiverted from the purpoſe of his ſoul, he 


had continued a conragious champion for 


Liberiy, and a zcalous votary of vIRTUE. 
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THE high eulogium being read, the 
goddeſs deſired him to make known his re- 
queſt before the whole aſſembly. On this 
he ſaid, Great ſovereign ! being weakened 
« by indiſpoſition, and worn with fatigue, 
“J come to aſk an abatement of my toils, 
« hitherto, alas ! but little effectual; and 
te beg leave to reſign into your hands this 
volume of the laws, which the profligacy 
« of the times would not receive; fince you 
« alone can accompliſh; what your few 
« friends have attempted without ſucceſs. 


O ſend forth your powerful influence 


© throughout the land, to reſtore the ge- 
© nius of Ancient Freedom, to raiſe the taſte, 
* and rectify the diſorders of a degenerate 
age, and to inſpire into every rank a ſu- 
<« preme regard to TRUTH, + RELIGION, 
and the Gommonweal. Support, oh mighty 
e goddeſs, the majeſty of the Law:, the 
* glory of the Xing, and the ſinking repu- 
tation of unfortunate Britain. Animate 
the Britiſb Youth with Roman courage to 
defend their country, Inflame them with 
a fervent zeal to aſſert thy cauſe, and re- 
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inſtate thee in thy primeval honours, 
Extinguiſh in them the enervating love 
of PLEASURE, thy ignoble rival, Fill 
them with a juſt diſdain of AvAR ICE, and 


mean AMBITION, Teach them to de- 


ſpiſe the cowardice of doing wrong, to 
ſpurn the hire of Oppre/ſion, and to abhor 
the wages of Iniguity in every form. Let 
the Muſes and all the Liberal Arts be made 
ſubſervient to morality, to decency, to 
refinement of manners. And, O, thou 
guardian and friend of human kind! in- 
ſpirit all in ſtations of authority, to join 
their ſtrongeſt efforts in favour of their 
native land; till under hy direction, the 
Confiitution be thoroughly refined, Liberty 
and Pzwer attain an equal poize, and Bri- 


tain, by a wholſome diſcipline and pru- 


dent laws, be rendered incorruptible 
at home, as well as by a bold exertion of 


9 — 
her hidden force, r&ftored to her for- 
mer character Abread, and made once 


more the miſtreſs of the ſeas, the envy ot 
the nations, and the dread of tyrants.” 
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THE goddeſs heard him with deep atten- 
tion, and, with a look and accent expreſſive 
of ſingular applauſe, replied, © Heroic man 
expect from Providence and me the rewards 
due to your exalted merit. Know mean- 
« while, that your Country turns her implor- 
ing eye to You, and aſks from Your interpo- 
« ſition, under Heaven, her deliverance and 
e reſtoration, To Yeu alone ſhe is deter- 
© mined to intruſt her treaſure, and ſhe 
“calls upon you to direct its application, to 
e fave it for the future, by diſmiſſing her 
© diſhoneſt and her uſeleſs ſervants, and in- 
* troducing among the reſt, methods of fru- | 
« oality, to promote the reformation of her 14 
“ ſons, to repel the encroachments, and 14 
© countermine the policy, of her Foreign | ; 
% Foes, to point her vengeance againſt her 
„ Boſom-traitors, and to ſupport a great and 
« worthy Prince amidſt the cares of govern- 
% ment. It is an awful charge. But ſhrink 
« notfrom it. Take back the ſacred volume. 
% Your noble perſeverance ſhall be crowned 
„ with never-dying fame; and, what you 
vill reckon {till more valuable, with 
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* glorious ſucceſs. The cauſe you have 
« eſpouſed, is immortal. It is the cauſe of 
«© VIRTUE.” 


THEN the goddeſs deſcending ſome ſteps 

from her throne, preſented her hand to 
this extraordinary perſonage, and command- 
ed him to fit down by her. After which, 
taking out from her ſtores a golden ſignet 
with this inſcription, ro THE REAL PA- 
TR1OT, ſhe ordered JUsTICE to deliver it 
into-his hands, that he might wear it during 
the reſt of his life. Hereupon the whole 
temple reſounded with the voice of univer- 
ſal and cordial approbation, 


SILENCE was again proclaimed, when 
another votary appeared, whoſe preſence 
ſeemed to produce in the beholders a mix- 
ture of veneration and delight. I was ſur- 
priſed at the peculiar freſhneſs and beauty 
of his looks, when told of his declining 
age. I aſcribed- it in part to the temper of 
his mind, which I underſtood was the 
ſweeteſt in the world, Indeed his very 
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countenance declared it. T hat was lighted 
up by Candour and Benignity. His eyes 
were both ſerene and {weet. The meek and 
quiet Spirit of a little child, ſhone forth in 
every feature of chis amiable man, At the 
ſame time there was a certain greatneſs in 
his aſpect, which was animated with that 
exalted and ſpiritual kind of air which w1s- 
DoM and PURITY beſtow. : His perſon 
was tall and graceful, He wore a robe of 
white lawn, that reached down to his feet ; 
an emblem of Peace and Innocence. His 


gait was at once compoſed and courteous. 


The Recorder informed the aſſembly, that 
this was another of vIRTUE“s prieſts, who 
made the feweſt pretenſions, but had the 
faireſt title to her favour, His boſom was 
touched by her gentleſt inſpiration; His 
whole life had been an offering to her. He 
had never done an unjuſt action, never an 
unkind one. But a negative goodneſs could 
not content his generous mind. He aimed 
trom the beginning at ſomewhat more di- 
vine, He aſpired at the fublimity of car1s- 
TIAN PERFECTION, Born up by an ir- 
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reſiſtible impulſe, he had mounted through 


the ſucceſſive degrees of his order, in each 
of which his growing merit, and that alone, 
paved the way to his next advance; till by 


the continued and encreaſing friendſhip of 


his Prince, reſponſive to the publick voice, 
he arrived at the very. ſummit of ſacerdotal 
preferment in his country. There he fate 
with all the mild dignity of humble excel- 
lence. For as he had attained this height 
without AMBITION, fo he poſſeſſed it with- 
out PRIDE. He deemed it on account of 
the numerous and difficult duties it demand- 
ed, a Painful Preeminence, and only for the 
ſatisfaction of diſcharging them, deſirable, 
His large revenue and larger power he em- 
ployed ſolely for the intereſts of vIix ur, 
and thoſe of her lovely attendant, RELt- 
GION, which he ſtill regarded as inſepara- 
bly conjoined. Their common cauſe he had 
ever pleaded with an oratory which all ad- 
mired, and none could equal. Men liſtened 
with awful recollection, and as they liſtened 
caught he vital ſpirit that iſſued from his 

lips. They believed thoſe ſtrains in com- 
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mendation of H0LINESS, to be entirely ge- 
nuine, which ſtreamed ſo naturally from a 
feeling and abundant heart. His elocution 
eaſy, yet ſtrong and beautiful, his manner 
ſimple, yet noble and expreſſive, rendered 
him a valuable model in the Preaching Art ; 
an art which he never proſtituted to palliate 
the vices of the great, or to humour the 
paſſions of the vulgar, or to promote the 
deſigns of a party, or to kindle the deſtruc- 
tive flame of theological debate. No one 
ever knew better to reconcile Politeneſs with 
Sincerity, Aﬀability with Grandeur, the warm- 
eſt attachment to TRUTH with the juſteſt 
regard to Toleratian. When the King and 
the Nation were in danger, his magnani- 
mous behaviour ſhowed that Loyalty, Rxso- 
LUTION, and Publick Zeal, had full poſſeſſion 
of his ſoul. But Peace was always his dar- 
ling object, as became a ſervant of the PRN ͥ R 
oF PEACE. And Moderation was his con- 
ſtant companion. Theſe placid Graces he 
had on every proper occaſion recommended 
do all, to thoſe eſpecially of his own pro- 
feſſion. The * and the loweſt of 
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theſe, though raiſed ſo far above them, he 
ever conſidered and treated as his Brethren, 
He was a father to the Church. The ſons of 
the Clergy, he cheriſhed as his ſons. But 
his kindneſs was not circumſcribed to thoſe 
of his particular perſuaſion. It's emanati- 
ons, like the rays of the ſun, wete expand- 
ed through the general orbit of humanity, 
His religious ſentiments might be ſaid to re- 
ſemble the fame glorious luminary : they 
were all benign and bright, unconfined by 
local prejudices, and impartial as that eye 
of nature. Good without oſtentation, and 
friendly without pretence, his promiſes were 
few, his ſervices many. He was beloved by 
worthy men of all denominations. He was 
revered even by the worthleſs, whom he 
compaſſionately admoniſhed, not upbraided. 
He was hated by none but Bigots and theſe 
he forgave, and ſerved when he could. A 
friend to all the votaries of vikRTUE, a be- 
nefactor to all the children of Miſery, his 
inexhauſtible benevolence, like ſome peren - 
nial ſpring, perpetually over flowed to both, 
to thoſe moſt, who moſt deſerved and wanted 


OF VIRT UE. 33 
. Here the Recorder pauſed a little, 
looked at the venerable prelate, and then 
added with warmth, © I atteſt this man to 


« have been a faithful miniſter of viIixR Tux, 
& and of JESUS * 


THE goddeſs ſmiled applauſe, and ſaid, 
« My friend, and advocate! I thank you 
« for ſupporting my cauſe ſo nobly. I am 
« indeed at a loſs to fay, which hath been 
« moſt perſuaſive, your eloquence or your 
« example, How happy for mankind were 
ce all of your order to imitate both! Hence« 
« forth take your ſtation at the gate of my 
« temple, and conduct my purer worſhip- 
ce pers to the inmoſt ſanctuary, where PER- 
© FECTION and HAPPINESS fit enthroned, 
« and are encircled in each other's arms 
©« forever,” 


MEAN while, ſhe ordained him to be 
crowned with a golden mitre, on the fore- 
part of which was a heart emboſſed with 
diamonds, whence proceeded a lambent 


flame, ſignifying in the ſymbolical language, 
G 2 
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T hat the Mearer was Eminent for a Heart 
conſecrated to PURITY and LOVE. 


THE laſt perſon uſhered into this auguſt 
aſſembly, was a man juſt entering on the 
verge of old age; whoſe face exhibited 
that ſerious kind of charm which belongs 
to the bloom of ſuch a period. He pre- 
ſerved ſtill unimpaired that vivid ſight, 
whereby he ſeemed capable of fathoming 
the hearts of men. At the ſame time his 
eyes ſhed ſuch a ſoft effulgence, as indicated 
a ſpirit no leſs benign than penetrating. He 
had a royal port. Every circumſtance of his 
carriage was great, but had nothing in it 
imperious or haughty. All was the natural 
geſture of a {ſuperior mind, unconſcious of 
it's grandeur. He walked forward with 
unaſſuming majeſty, The moment he ap- 
peared, vIRTUE's attendants, ſtruck as 
with fome heavenly viſion, gazed on him 
with all the enthuſiaſm of admiration. Af. 
terwards-turning to the goddeſs, they ſeem- 
ed to wait her motions, with eager but rel- 


ꝓectful ſuſpence. She made a fign to. acer 
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tain number of them; on which like light- 
ning they darted from their places, and 
thronging round the votary, accompanied 
him as he ſtood before the throne. Their 
names were TEMPERANCE, Equity, Mer- 
cy, Magnanimity, Civil Liberty, Rhetorick, 
TRUTH, Politeneſs, PRUDENCE, REL1- 
Glo, and the Genius of Britain. An at- 
tention {till as midnight prepared the audi- 
ence to hear the atteſtation of the Recorder. 
The Rec:rder raiſing his arm, and aſſuming 
a more ſolemn tone than uſnal, cried out 
with rapture, ** mark the perfect man! Be- 
© hold the boaſt of Human Nature, and 
* the favourite of Gop !” He then pro- 
ceded to give the following account of 
this wonderful perſonage. 


% HE was educated in a private ſtation, - 
* and ſuffered on ſetting out in life ſuch 
% hardſhips, as meeting with a fund of na- 
* tive goodneſs, confirmed him in the love 
of vIRTUE, and gave a finer edge to his 
© Humanity, Merely by the prevalence of 
«« probity, and abilities unparalleled, in 
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* every ſtage through which he paſſed, he 
* was early advanced to the place of high- 
eſt truſt and authority under his Sove- 
& reign, Far from elated, he was rather 
* humbled by it, and rejoiced in his eleva- 
& tion only as it opened to him a wider 
* proſpe&t of the wants of mankind, and 
* furniſhed him with a larger capacity to 
« relieve. them, Neither the corruptions 
* of a Court could infect, nor it's ſun-ſhine 
* dazzle him, inacceſſible alike to LUxURY 
and AVARICE, as well as an implacable ene- 
% my to Villany and Diſſimulation, by whom- 
* ſoever practiſed. He liſtened to no per- 
« ſuaſion but that of TRUTH and equity, 
* knew no intereſt but that of Liberiy and 
* VIRTUE, having never been a ſlave to 
„ his own paſſions, nor a tool to thoſe of 
« others, His tongue was a ſtranger to 
% Hlattery. But no one ever contradicted 
“more obligingly. He was perfectly well- 
& bred, but incapable of a mean compli- 
* ance. And he had no occaſion for it. 
i He was ſure to pleaſe by the all-alluring 
tf power of a perſevering and meek Inte- 
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ic grity, Though of no party, he had the 
6 teſtimony of every party; both friends 
« and foes agreeing to proclaim his worth, 
ce if he indeed had any foes, who hated none 
* but bad men, and who rather pitiad than 
« hated even theſe. When the duties of his 
te mighty province would permit him, no 
* body better underſtood to put off the 
« Parade of greatneſs, and to enjoy the 
6 ſweets of elegant and learned tranquillity, 
« amidſt a circle of kindred minds, with 
« whom he united in all the ſympathies of 
« Friendſhip. How delightful was it to ſee 
him on ſuch occaſions, alternately impart- 
ing and ſharing the ſonl of Vit and 
* Chearfulneſs, familiarizing Pha.of-phy to 
© the gaiety of mirth, and inſinuating the 
e ſublimeſt leſſons in the unbendings and 
« very play of common converſation ! his 
« Houſe was the dwelling-place of Oraer, 
© Contentment, and Demeſtic Bliſs, He was 
„ equally revered and confided in by his 
Children, to whom (fo reaſonable had he 
© formed them) he did not refuſe any thing 
they ever aſked him, He was adored by 
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& his Servan's, from the higheſt to the low. 
* eſt, His Chet was wisdom's fhrine, 
„ There, remote from the din of a diſtem- 
« pered world, he retired within himſelf, 
« canvaſſed his own defires and fentiments, 
& converſed with his CREATOR and RE- 
* DEEMER, adored the Supreme Alminiftra- 
« tian, interceded for the human race, and 
« harmonizing with the divine benevolence, 
<< planned out ſchemes of the moſt extenſive 
uſefulneſs. For that was ſtill the ruling paſ- 
« fjon of his breaſt. His Prince, his Country, 
« Society at large, theſe were the magnifi- 
* cent objects that engaged his time, and la- 
hour, and genius, and heart. For theſe 
« he lived; and for theſe too, if neceſſary, 
« he would have dared to die. By fulfilling 
& this nobleſt deſtination, he believed the 
% Univerſal Parent was ſerved moſt accept- 
* ably, and he was gloriouſly fitted to fulfil 
“ it. A quick and comprehenſive under- 
« ſtanding, invigorated by continual exer- 
« cife, enlightened by various literature, 
& and refined by the trueſt taſte; a temper 
active and all alive, yet calm, and patient 
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as Charity herſelf, though exquiſitely ſen- 
fible ; an eloquence intenſely glowing, yet 


« always under entire command, and cal- 
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culated to convince no leſs than move; a 
moſt tender feeling of the rights of men 
a deep inſight into the intereſts of Britain; 
and ſuch an intuition into the moſt in- 
tricate and dubious caſes, as almoſt 
approached to Angelic Intelligence; all 
theſe extraordinary qualities conſpired 
in Him to accompliſh the ſenator, the 
ſtateſman, the judge, the counſellor of 
royalty, the guardian of the people, the 
patron of merit and learning, the protec- 
tor of perſecuted Innocence, and the terror 
of inſolent Oppreſſion To theſe generous 
cares he ſacrificed his caſe, his ſleep, his 
health, his gain, his books, his company, 
nay and often the ſweeteſt charms of 
Friendſhip, Serenity, and Self-enjoyment. 
To him his maſter, his fellow citizens, 
the worthy, the wretched, every where, 


fled as to their moſt faithful and powerful 


reſource. The meaneſt creature found ac- 
ceſs to him. He was a Tutelar Deity on earth. 
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* In his preſence, the frownsof jus T1cE were 
« ſoftened into ſmiles, Sorrow was tranſ- 
& formed into G/adneſs, Violence ſtood daunt- 
& ed, Fraud forgot his ſnares ; and the ſons 
©* of Belial bluſhing, ſtole from under the 
© ſhelter of the Laws. The young men ſaw 
&« him, and hid themſelves ; and the aged aroſe, 
« and ſtosd up. The nobles held their peace. The 
& princes laid their hand on their mouth, 
&« When the ear heard him, then it bleſſed him; 
cc and when the eye ſaw him, it gave witneſs 
« to him: becauſe he delivered the poor that 
& cried, and the fatherleſs, and him that had 
& none to help him. The bliſſing of him that was 
© readyto periſh came upon him; and he cauſed 
« the widow's heart to ſing for joy. He waseyes 
to theblind, and feet was he to the lame. He 
cc was a father to the poor; and the cauſe 
« he knew not, he ſearched out, He brake the 
& jaws of the wicked, and pluckt the ſpoil out 
& of his teeth, He put on rightemuſneſs, and 


« it clothed him. His judgment was as a robe, 
% anda diadem.” 


* 
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THE Recorder ſtopt. Vix rut contem- 
plated the godlike man, with ſilent, but ſo- 
vereign complacence. After a conſiderable 
pauſe, ſhe roſe from her ſeat, and faid, 
« Hail, thou beſt and greateſt of men! the 
“glory of thy ſpecies! the darling of Hea- 
&« ven, and Me; hail I chuſe thee for my 
« Delegate, to repreſent henceforth my per- 
ce ſon to thy mortal brethren, — Bear wit- 
« neſs, earth and ſkies ! that viRTue hath 
« inveſted TALBOT with her faireſt ho- 
* nours,” 


HAVING thds ſpoke, ſhe deſired him to 
aſcend the throne, and take his place at her 
right hand. With modeſt reluttance, he 
obeyed. Then ſhe wreathed round his 
head a golden tiara, which bore this remark- 
able inſcription, TANTA KAANE, im- 
porting, that HE HAD DONE ALL THINGS 
NOBLY. Whereupon methought all the vo- 
taries of the goddeſs clapped ſuch thunder 
of applauſe, as awaked me from my dream 
into the ſober dulneſs of ordinary life. 
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